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The International Academy for Design and 
Health (IADH) will be organising the 13th 
Design & Health World Congress & Exhibition 
in partnership with the Belgian government, 
and with the collaboration of world-renowned 
academic institutions and healthcare 
industries.
After our first congress in 1997 in Trondheim , 
Norway, we have developed the concept of 
a healthy society using principles of 
salutogenic design. Trondheim Hospital has 
been demonstrated to be one of the 
leading health facilities and received seven 
International Academy Awards, including 
being named the best salutogenic hospital in 
the world at the 10th Design & Health World 
Congress in Toronto.
Since 1997 many projects have been 
presented at our congresses, and researchers 
and policy makers from across the world have 
investigated and developed scientific 
evidence of salutogenic design. 
Collectively, this effort represents a powerful 
scientific platform for researchers, 
policymakers and practitioners to implement 
salutogenic design worldwide. During the last 
two decades IADH network members have 
been inspired by what they have seen and 
what they have learned, and have  
incorporated a salutogenic approach in their 
work and their lives. Our congress is unique in 
that we celebrate these achievements and 
critically review the role of salutogenic design 
in global healthcare design. According to 

WHO, it is inevitable that the individual’s 
lifestyle has an immense impact on health. 
Accordingly, health promotion is “the process 
of enabling people to increase control over 
and to improve their health” and the 
environment as a strategic, cost effective and 
enduring tool for improving public health. 
Embracing the salutogenic perspective as a 
means of shaping our built environment to 
support healthy lifestyles is at the core of a 
preventative health strategy. Refocusing 
attention away from risk factors and 
the treatment of disease towards a more 
holistic understanding of the wellness factors 
that contribute to health lies at the heart of 
salutogenic design. By employing an 
interdisciplinary approach, architects, 
designers, landscape architects, engineers, 
public health scientists, psychologists and 
economists can help to achieve innovation 
and revitalising European Healthcare Design. 
After two decades work of the IADH, we will 
continue to develop research, policy and 
practice of design and health and strengthen 
this approach in order to reduce the 
prevalence of lifestyle diseases.
We are delighted to invite you to submit 
scientific abstracts and case studies project 
by 15th September 2019 for WCDH 2020, to be 
held in the historic city of Ghent, Belgium, 
from 14-18 April 2020.

13th World Congress for Design and Health

Prof. James Barlow PhD
President, International 
Academy for Design and 
Health.

Gunther De Graeve
CEO, International 
Academy for Design and 
Health.

WCDH 2020 14-18 April www.designandhealth.org

The scientific programme for the 13th Design & Health World Congress & Exhibition in 
Ghent will explore the global application of salutogenic perspectives on European 
healthcare design.
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“Less is more” has traditionally been about
expressing only the most essential and
necessary elements of a product or
subject by getting rid of any excessive
and, therefore, unnecessary components
and features. As the philosophy goes, you
know you have achieved this when one
can’t remove anything else from the
design to improve it further in any way,
shape or form.
We wish to explore how this philosophy
can apply to design in health in order to
achieve better health outcomes.
When we consider that only 30% of the
burden of disease is based on genetic or
biological sources, and we understand
that the remaining 70% is based on
environmental factors.
Whilst clinicians and medical researchers
are responsible for treatment and
prevention, they can only really change
the root cause for the 30%. Designers of
our built environment – such as town
planners, architects, engineers, interior
designers and landscape architects – can
have a great impact on the other 70%.
Researchers and clinicians can only place
band-aids on the health problems arising
from a lack of Salutogenic design.
We need to get out of the circle where
the solution to better health care is more
hospital beds or where bed shortages
drive demand for more and bigger
hospitals.
Throughout WC2020, we wish to explore
how Improved health outcomes do not
require more hospital beds, they require a
change in the built environment and
embracing the aid of technology that will
positively impact health and wellness.
Our goal for WC2020 is empower YOU, the
individuals in our industry, to be part of the
solution and to use your work to solve this
problem of “Health Change” and
contribute towards the necessary
evolution in the built environment.

The Academy is focused on launched the
term “Health Change” due to it’s
recognisable link to Climate Change.
The effects of Climate Change are well
understood by all levels of society and
have been used to inform education,
personal action, corporate action,
business innovation, environmental policy
and even global agreements. When it
comes to the impact and the rapid rise of
non-communicable diseases however, the
levels of education and action are
comparatively very low.
We need to articulate that failing to
improve our built environment will allow
the rise of non-communicable disease to
continue. That will have a great negative
impact on our society, creating a
untenable financial burden on our tax
system, our community, our family and our
health. We are destroying the notion of
living a healthy lifestyle in the same way
we are impacting the climate by the way
we have been shaping our build
environment.
Winston Churchill said “we shape our
buildings, thereafter they shape us”. He
was more correct then he would have
imagined.
Health Change needs immediate action.
On a global, national, regional and
personal level. In contrast to Climate
Change, Health Change can make an
enormous impact at every level where we
tackle it.

Congress Theme – Less is more
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Our congress theme is based on the philosophy that ‘less is more’ – that being surrounded 
by the basics just for the sake of functionality is not only more than enough, but that if we 
apply this to design in health, it could also result in better health outcomes & wellness.



Day 1 – Healthy City
Streams: Healthcare in the Community,
Acute Care, Mental Health and Clinical
Research.
Day 1 will consider how we design a
healthy city? How would this impact
community care, acute care, mental
health and clinic research? What would
be the outcomes of reducing the burden
of disease at different levels? How could
the design of a health city prevent a
reliance on health care?
The healthy city can be strongly research-
led, however, we will feature case studies
and practitioners talking about their work
and the outcomes in practice.
Day 2 Theme – Global Perspectives
Streams: Europe, South America, South
Pacific, North America, Asia, South East
Asia and Africa & Middle East.
Day 2 looks to our Global Chapter regions
regarding their localised health issues.
Representatives will be called on to
provide regional perspectives and
regional health innovations, addressing
local issues.
The content will include research, case
study and practical points of view to
demonstrate how regions have
responded in individualised ways.

Day 3 – Digital Industries
Streams: Digital Innovation, Digital
Success, Digital Industry and Digital Benefit
Realisation
Day 3 will assess how the impact of digital
technology has created a huge
transformation in healthcare including:
• a change in various models of care -

community care, acute care, mental
health and clinical research

• how patients access care
• assistance in the prevention and

treatment of disease
This theme is aimed at anticipating and
focusing on clinical innovation and the
effects of built environment so that we
can be prepared for it, as we look to other
industries for inspiration.
For example, the airline industry has
changed dramatically due to advances
in technology. This has resulted in new
airport designs. We will assess who and
what are the digital innovators, digital
success stories from industry operators,
digital benefit realisations for technology
providers – or other upcoming or
emerging technology providers, as well as
links between technology and
government.

Congress Theme – Less is more
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In inviting you to join our design
competition, the International Academy
for Design and Health encourages you to
become empowered about creating
change through designing healthy spaces
and improving wellness, despite any
formal requirement or legislation for you to
do so.
The Topic for the Design Competition is:
How to design a healthy city that doesn’t
require a hospital because it is founded on
wellness and preventative principles
In addressing this topic, please consider:
• We do not want you to design the entire

city, just one building block or
component.

• You can design individual building
blocks that impact or help the people of
the city.

• Your building block can be as small as
an individual healthy room, all the way
through to a healthy community
through urban planning.

Judging Criteria:
• Potential extent of the impact of this 

design of the city.
• Potential impact on the reduction on 

health care needs for that city
• Potential impact on the health 

outcomes of the population of that city.
• Readiness of implementation
Who Can Enter?
ü Academics
ü Students
ü Universities
ü Practitioners

Note: Submissions can be under a single 
name, a formal organization, or an 
informal group.  Submissions can be multi-
disciplinary or may take a single focus

Disciplines:
ü Architect
ü Landscape Architect
ü Interior Designers
ü Urban Designers
ü Town Planners
ü Engineers
ü IT Professionals & System Designers
ü Product Designers
ü Other health & public health related 

professionals
ü Other design disciplines
Key Dates:
• 15 July 2019 - Registration Opens
• 30 November 2019 – Submissions Close
• December 2019 & January 2020 –

Judging of Awards
• February 2020 – Shortlisted entries 

invited to participate in planning 
workshop

• Pre-Congress – Winner Announced
Winners Will Receive:
• Design Award, WC2020 awards

ceremony
• The finalists and the winner will be

prominently featured in the 2020 Ghent
Charter for Health and Design, which
will be published and presented to the
EU Commissioner and delegates of the
European Parliament.

• Representatives will play an important
role in assisting the Academy to
handover the Charter to the EU
Commissioner

• Free Full Congress Attendance for 2
people including social events.

You’re Invited to Join the Design Competition
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The competition encourages applicants to not only consider the influence of design on 
health and wellness (salutogenis); but also to apply the research and advance the cause 
through your personal work and through this project. 

Find out more & register on our website – submissions close 30 November 2019
Submissions can be under a single name, a formal organization, or an informal group.  

Submissions can be multi-disciplinary or may take a single focus.



Congress Theme – Less is more
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The WCDH 2020 provides an opportunity to 
engage with the world’s foremost 
interdisciplinary network of architects, 
designers, health planners, engineers, public 
health scientists, physicians, health 
administrators, psychologists, economists and 
other key decision-makers.
We are delighted to invite you to be part of 
this mission and vision by submitting abstracts 
on the daily themes outlined on page 4 of 
this document including:
Day 1 – Healthy City
Day 2  - Global Perspectives
Day 3 – Digital Industries
A limited number will be selected for oral 
presentation as full papers; others will be 
presented as posters.

Authors are invited to submit abstracts of 400 
words in English and adhere to the following 
guidelines;
• The abstract should clearly state the 

objectives, methods used, results 
and conclusions.

• Abstracts will be reviewed by the Scientific 
Committee.

• Abstracts will be subjected to a blind peer 
reviewed process.

• Proposals must include a title, author(s), 
organisational affiliation, and three 
keywords.

All abstracts and enquiries should be 
submitted by e-mail to 
editor@designandhealth.org no later than 23 
August 2019

Papers will be prioritised according the level 
at which it is able to demonstrate the 
following;
• relevance to the respective theme
• the level of innovation
• align with the submission guidelines
• author(s) or co-author(s) should register 

and pay the registration fee in order to 
present the paper at the conference.

Papers chosen for presentation will be 
published in the Final Programme and 
the Academy Resource Library via our 
website. The official language of the WCDH 
2020 is English. 

CALL FOR PAPERS Design & Health  
13th World Congress

TIMETABLE
15th July, 2019
First Announcement & Call for papers

15th September 2019
Deadline for Abstract of papers

11th November, 2019
Authors notified of decision of papers

11th November, 2019
Preliminary Programme and Registration 
opens

21st October 2019
International Academy Awards open 
for entry

1st December, 2019
Deadline for Early Bird, Speaker Registration 
and Final Manuscript

February, 2020
Final Programme

14-18 April, 2020
13th World Congress 

May, 2020
Selected papers to be published on 
Resource Library
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with Board and 
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1pm - 4:30pm
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Morning Movement Activity
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STREAM 1 STREAM 2 STREAM 3 STREAM 4

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 
Local Area Activity

OFFICIAL 
WELCOME AND 

COCKTAIL 
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Corporate Dinner  (Platinum Partner)

14/04/20 Pre 
Congress
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Bicycle/Walking 
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Morning Tea/Coffee/Smoothie  Session

SPONSORSHIP OPPOTURTUNITY 
Morning Movement Activity
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Theme 1
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Theme 3

17/04/20 CONGRESS DAY 3
Theme 2
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CORPORATE SESSION

MORNING TEA

KEY NOTE SPEAKER # 2 & 3 & PANEL DISCUSSION

KEY NOTE SPEAKER # 1 Offical Welcome

KEY NOTE SPEAKER # 1 & 2 & PANEL DISCUSSION

MORNING TEA

LUNCH

STREAM 1 STREAM 2 STREAM 3 STREAM 4
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SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

LUNCH

KEY NOTE SPEAKER # 2 & 3 & PANEL DISCUSSION

KEY NOTE SPEAKER # 1 

MORNING TEA

 STREAM 1  STREAM 2  STREAM 3  STREAM 4

Streams with Panel Discussion

END OF OFFICIAL CONGRESS PROGRAM

KEY NOTE SPEAKER # 4 & 5 & PANEL DISCUSSIONKEY NOTE SPEAKER # 4 & 5 & PANEL DISCUSSION

STREAM 2 STREAM 3



The Design and Health 13th World Congress 
Scientific Committee
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Prof. James Barlow

Chair of Scientific 
Committee
Prof James Barlow is president 
of the IADH and chair in 
Technology and Innovation 
Management (healthcare) at 
Imperial College Business 
School, London, UK. He has 
20+ years experience carrying 
out research and providing 
strategic advice to policy 
makers and industry in the 
healthcare and construction 
sectors. 

Mardelle Shepley
Professor at Cornell University 
and chair of the Department 
of Design and Environmental 
Analysis and associate director 
of the Institute for Healthy 
Futures at Cornell University. 
She serves on the graduate 
faculty in the Cornell 
Department of Architecture. 
Dr. Shepley has authored/co-
authored six books.

Dr. Innocent Okpanum
Dr Okpanum is an architect, 
researcher, urban designer, 
healthcare design specialist 
and the managing director 
and owner of the architectural 
firm, Ngonyama Okpanum & 
Associates;  He studied in 
Genoa, Italy where he 
obtained a doctorate degree 
in architecture. Dr Okpanum 
holds a PhD in architecture 
from the University of 
Newcastle in the United 
Kingdom. 

Prof. Stefano Capolongo
Architect, PhD in Public 
Health and Full Professor at 
Politecnico di Milano. He is 
a regular teacher in 
Environmental Health, 
Technology for Construction 
and Environmental Hygiene 
and Social Architecture’ 
courses for the School of 
Architecture and Society at 
Politecnico di Milano. He is 
a member of the Professors’ 
Board and Scientific 
Committee of the PhD 
program of the ABC 
Department

Prof. Debajyoti Pati
Dr. Pati is currently serving as 
Professor and Rockwell 
Endowment Chair at Texas 
Tech University. He is 
currently on the editorial 
board of HERD 
Journal, Chair of the Building 
Research Council of the 
NIBS-AlA BRIK, and Fellow of 
the Indian Institute of 
Architects. He was twice 
voted among the 25 most 
influential people 
in healthcare design.

Prof. Gelun
Professor Gelun has 
completed more than 60 
academic papers, a 
number of monographs, 
completed more than 100 
pre-hospital planning 
projects, and created pre-
planning scientific and 
practical work methods for 
medical facility 
construction. The team led 
by Professor Gelunis currently 
the only team in China that 
has 17 years of dedicated 
theoretical research into 
medical architecture.

Dr. Anjali Joseph
Anjali Joseph is the 
Spartanburg Regional 
Health System Endowed 
Chair in Architecture + 
Health Design and Director 
of the Center for Health 
Facilities Design and 
Testing at Clemson 
University. She is currently 
leading a multidisciplinary 
AHRQ funded project to 
develop a learning lab 
focused on improving 
patient safety in the 
operating room.

Prof. Pascal Verdonck
Pascal Verdonck is full 
professor of medical 
technology at Ghent 
University and visiting 
professor at KULeuven and 
Vlerick Business School.  He 
graduated as Master of 
Science Civil Engineering in 
1986 from the Ghent 
University. He obtained his 
diplomas in Master of 
Business Administration 
(1989), Master of Science 
Biomedical Engineering 
(1993) and PhD (1993) from 
the Ghent University. 

Ann Heylighen
Ann Heylighen is a research 
professor at KU Leuven, 
Department of Architecture, 
where she co-chairs the 
Research[x]Design group. 
She studies the relationship 
between how space is 
experienced and how it is 
designed. 

Prof. Alan Dilani PhD
Prof. Dilani is a global 
authority on 
interdisciplinary research 
regarding the interaction 
between design and 
health. Alan is a founder of 
the IADH And a published 
author of books, articles 
and research papers 
on Salutogenic design. 

Lim Lip Chuan (Frankie)
Senior Vice President, 
Singapore
Architecture (CPG 
Consultants). Mr Frankie Lim 
oversees the healthcare 
team at CPG Consultants, 
specialising in creative, 
innovative and sustainable 
health oriented 
developments, bringing 
together the company's 
breadth and depth of 
expertise in designing and 
implementing urban, health, 
social and ecological 
infrastructure.



The Design and Health 13th World Congress 
Organising Committee
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Gunther De Graeve

Chair, Organising
Committee
CEO of the IADH, an 
international health strategist 
with a reputation for 
delivering quality solutions for 
the complex issues facing 
health service providers. He is 
recognised as a thought-
leader within the industry for 
his innovation in operational 
models and infrastructure 
solutions.

Nicola Bertrand
Board member of the IADH . 
Nicola  studied Architecture 
and Urban Design at the 
University of California at 
Berkeley, USA, and the 
University of Stuttgart, 
Germany. She concluded 
her studies with a thesis on 
the therapeutic effects of 
architecture in healthcare 
planning. leads the global 
IADH Young Leaders 
Program, a mentoring 
program available to 
Academy members.

Dr. Paul Barach
Board member of the IADH, 
a Clinical Professor at Wayne 
State University School of 
Medicine, Children’s Hospital 
of Michigan, and is a 
practicing double board 
certified physician. A 
scientist in Anesthesiology
and Critical care, from the 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital affiliated with 
Harvard Medical School. 

Serge Lefevere
Co-Chair, Belgium 
Organising Committee

CEO of Detoo Architects. 
DETOO is the largest 
architectural practice within 
its speciality: construction 
projects for healthcare and 
education. DETOO 
ARCHITECTS are an 
ambitious and leading 
structure that combines 
years of expertise in the 
education and healthcare 
construction sector to 
realize the largest national 
and international projects.

Ann Decock

Co-Chair, Belgium 
Organising Committee
Ann is an architect who 
graduated cum laude from 
Hoger Architecture lnstituut
St. Lucas, Ghent. 2018, WELL 
AP candidate from 
the international WELL 
Building Institute.  Ann has 
specialized knowledge -
mostly in the field of New 
Ways of Working, 
developing workplace 
strategies and designing 
healthy work environments

Andrea Brambilla
Architect, PhD Candidate in 
Hospital Design, Politecnico
di Milano, Cluster Design of 
Health Facilities, Department 
of Architecture Built 
Environment Construction 
Engineering. Published 
author in national and 
international Journals, 
speaker in national and 
International Conferences 
and mentioned in national 
and international Award 
about the relationship 
between built environment 
and health.

Dr. Evangelia Chrysikou
Lecturer, Program Director 
MSc Healthcare Facilities 
(Bartlett Real Estate Institute, 
UCL). Medical architect 
(MARU), PhD mental 
healthcare (UCL). Former 
Marie Curie H2020 Fellow. 
Coordinator D4 Action 
Group, EIPonAHA, European 
Commission (EC). Consulted 
for the EC, the Hellenic 
Ministry of Health and 
Centre of European 
Constitutional Law on 
legislation for psychiatric 
facilities.

Whitney Gray
Senior Vice President, Delos 
Insights, Delos. Dr. Gray
oversees health research 
and the development of 
innovative design strategies 
and products that seek to 
improve human health and 
wellness through building 
design. Prior to joining Delos, 
Dr. Gray served as the 
Health Research and 
Innovation Director for 
Cannon Design, a global 
healthcare design firm.

Walkiria Erse
Walkiria is an 
Healthcare and 
residential architect 
and a representative 
member of UIA PHG of 
Brazil.  She completed 
her post grad lata sensu
in Healthcare 
Architecture by 
University of the city of 
Sao Paula in 2014 

Isabelle Francois
Isabelle François is a bio-
engineer with a passion 
for health and a sweet 
spot for science. By 
joining Health House as 
Managing Director, she 
combines these passions 
and deals daily with 
future technological 
innovations 

Anna Silliti
Anna Sillitti is an architect 
and PhD Candidate –
Hafencity Universitat of 
Hamburg in Germany as 
member of the research 
group DFG-
Graduiertenkolleg Kunst und 
Technic. She is member of 
the Architects Association of 
Rome and she is has been 
working as architect in the 
field healthcare planning 
since 2003.
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Ghent, venue for WCDH 2020
WCDH2020 offers a range of sponsorship and exhibition opportunities for international 
organisations to develop their business 

Belgium is at the heart of Europe, tucked away 
between The Netherlands, Germany, 
Luxemburg and France. It is a vibrant region 
and an economic hub in the middle of one of 
the world’s highest concentrations of people 
and industries. Innovation is deeply embedded 
in Belgium. The region takes a leading position 
in numerous key industries and has strategic 
research centres, renowned universities, state of 
the art infrastructure, the latest technology and 
a highly skilled workforce.

Belgium offers an innovative ecosystem of top-
class universities, academic hospitals, research 
centres and (bio)incubators. The region has a 
dense network of pharmaceutical, biotech and 
other major industry players.
From Bruges to Brussels, Antwerp, Ghent, 
Leuven, and everywhere in between, the towns 
in Belgium are known for their beauty, charm 
and ambiance.

• Hospital CEOs
• Clinicians, nurses and 

health professionals
• Health and urban 

planners
• Estates and facilities 

managers
• Finance directors and 

managers
• Architects and 

designers
• Medical technology
• Companies

• Researchers and 
scientists

• Governmental and 
municipal

• representatives
• Construction 

companies
• interior and landscape 

architect
• Medical directors

Who will attend? © www.atomium.be - SOFAM 2018 -
alexandrelaurent.com / Gaëtan Miclotte

© VISITFLANDERS

© Tom D'Haenens

© VISITFLANDERS



WCDH 2020 14-18 April www.designandhealth.org

Sponsoring

Sponsorship of the Design & Health World 
Congress provides you with unparalleled 
exposure before, during and after the event 
with thought leaders and decision-makers 
from across the globe. Associating your name 
with the International Academy for 
Design and Health, on this stage and at this 
scale, will reinforce your position in the 
marketplace.

Exhibiting

A prominent location and an 
attractive exhibition presence throughout the 
Congress are essential to attract visitors, meet 
potential clients, develop new relationships, 
and generate business. Booths are available 
in a variety of sizes to suit your requirements 
and budget. Combine your booth with 
sponsorship of a conference session or a 
corporate showcase to gain maximum 
exposure

Specialist Sponsoring

If you want to create a unique impression, 
a range of specialist sponsorship 
opportunities is available to ensure a strong 
brand presence. Sponsorship of breakfast 
sessions, health and wellness sessions, social 
sessions, key events such as the Welcome 
Reception, a Corporate Dinner opportunity,  
the Academy awards gala Dinner and other 
that all provide opportunities for your 
organisation to be seen as a special 
contributor to the Congress.

Corporate Showcase

The Corporate Showcase Programme runs 
during the lunch and coffee intervals on each 
day of the World Congress. Each showcase 
is scheduled and promoted in the programme 
and comprises a 25-minute presentation 
aimed at generating profile and real business 
interest. This gives you the perfect stage to 
demonstrate your services, hand 
out materials, and answer questions from an 
engaged audience.

© Jan D'Hondt
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For more information about any
of these opportunities

Website: www.designandhealth.org
Email: global@designandhealth.org

Academy Awards

The Design & Health International Academy 
Awards is the world’s leading advocacy 
programme, recognising excellence in the 
research and practice of designing healthy 
environments. The awards are open to 
international organisations in both the private 
and public sectors. Each award provides a 
valuable platform, associating you with best 
practice, winning projects, as well as 
providing significant publicity before, during 
and after the ceremony on the final night of     
the congress.

Design & Health Global Events Map

World Congresses

• 1st Trondheim 1997
• 2nd Stockholm 2000
• 3rd Montreal 2003
• 4th Frankfurt 2005
• 5th Glasgow 2007
• 6th Singapore 2009
• 7th Boston 2011
• 8th Kuala Lumpur 2012
• 9th Brisbane 2013
• 10th Toronto 2014
• 11th Hong Kong 2015
• 12th Vienna 2017

International Symposiums
• Sydney 2010
• Toronto 2010
• Brussels 2010
• Melbourne 2011
• Cape Town 2011
• Helsinki 2012
• Singapore 2013
• Beijing 2014
• Brazil 2018
• Milan 2019
• Upcoming Brazil 2019

Chapter Events

• Chile 2018
• Dallas 2018
• Melbourne 2018
• Upcoming Shenzen 2019
• Upcoming Brazil 2019 
• Upcoming Brisbane 2019
• Upcoming Singapore 2020



Corporate Partners
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Global Board

Gunther De Gareve
CEO

Prof. James Barlow
President

Prof. Alan Dilani
Founder/Board 
Member

Nicola Bertrand 
Board Member

Dr Innocent Okpanum
Board Member

Dr Paul Barach
Board Member

For more information about any
of these opportunities

Website: www.designandhealth.org
Email: global@designandhealth.org


